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3rd Floor, 94 Hope Street, Glasgow, G2 6PH 
tel: 0141 353 0440  

 

First Minister  
The Scottish Government  
St Andrew's House  
Regent Road  
Edinburgh  
EH1 3DG  
 
30 August 2024 
 
 
Dear First Minister,  
 
Programme for Government 2024-25 
 
Ahead of the publication of the Programme for Government in September, our 
organisations have come together to urge you to put action aimed at ending the 
injustice of poverty at the heart of that policy prospectus.   
 
Too many people across Scotland, including 24% of our children, are having their life 
chances restricted by preventable poverty. The continuing impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic and the ongoing cost of living crisis have contributed to a rising tide of 
poverty as people struggle to access adequate incomes that would enable them to 
live a dignified life.  
 
There continues to be an increased risk of poverty for unpaid carers, LGBTI+ people, 
disabled people, Black and minority ethnic people and women, particularly single 
mothers. Data also points to a recent worrying increase in deep poverty amongst 
pensioners. Evidence shows that the rising costs crisis is having a disproportionate 
impact on people in these groups. We also know that poverty affects urban and rural 
Scotland in different ways. Our responses to poverty must, therefore, embed 
equalities considerations to ensure we leave no one, and no place, behind, and that 
we build a more equal Scotland for everyone.   
 
Poverty is a breach of our human rights. It is vital that the Scottish Government take 
forward the high-profile commitment to the Human Rights Bill in the Programme for 
Government to ensure that duty-bearers work proactively to realise our individual and 
collective rights. In making real those commitments, you can help to create a 
Scotland where no one is left behind and where our fundamental human rights are 
not just rhetoric but are a reality for all. 
 
The organisations in our network strongly welcome the focus this Government has 
placed on the development of strategies designed to tackle poverty and inequality in 
Scotland; and the introduction of statutory child poverty targets. While this leadership 
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is extremely important, and Scottish Government actions are forecast to lead to a fall 
in child poverty, the latest scrutiny report from the Poverty and Inequality 
Commission concluded that progress in reducing poverty has not been at the scale 
required to meet our legally-binding targets. 
  
Following your appointment as First Minister in May 2024, you confirmed eradicating 
child poverty as the single most important policy objective for your Government. We 
agree that this is the correct priority and share your belief in the need to use all of the 
powers at your Government’s disposal to loosen the grip of poverty on people’s lives. 
This belief and commitment must be embedded into the forthcoming Programme for 
Government with tangible actions and clear timescales for implementation. We know 
that people living in poverty cannot wait, and the time for action is now.   
 
We believe that the policy asks developed ahead of Challenge Poverty Week 2024 
offer a strong platform for tackling the injustice of poverty. We urge the Scottish 
Government to embed these priorities into the Programme for Government with 
action to: 
 

• Ensure that everyone has access to a safe, secure and sustainable home 
that meets their needs including action to adequately fund the delivery of 
new social homes and ensure all tenants are aware of, and can exercise, their 
rights.  

• Improve the affordability, accessibility and reliability of public transport 
including action to expand concessionary travel to under 25s, people in receipt 
of low-income and disability benefits, unpaid carers. 

• Ensure that everyone has access to an adequate income by delivering a 
Minimum Income Guarantee with initial steps such as expanding the funded 
childcare entitlement for low-income households; increasing the Scottish Child 
Payment to £40 per week; and maximising income through full coverage 
advice services and the automation of social security support. 

• Ensure people have dignified access to good quality, healthy and 
sustainable food by boosting the value and administrative responsiveness of 
the Scottish Welfare Fund; and delivering universal free school breakfasts and 
lunch provision to all pupils in Scotland. 

• Introduce fair and sustainable funding of three years or more for the 
third sector which recognises the value of the third sector and includes 
awards that cover the payment of the real Living Wage, inflation-based uplifts 
and full costs. 

 
Working together to realise these policy objectives will provide a lifeline to families 
who are struggling to stay afloat, helping to build a country where poverty is a thing of 
the past. With the Poverty and Inequality Commission stating that, without urgent and 
concentrated action, the Scottish Government will miss the 2030 child poverty 
targets, this action could not be more pressing. 
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We realise that the Scottish Government is facing an extremely difficult fiscal 
environment. However, the injustice of poverty demands prioritisation and we urge 
you to seize the opportunity to put action to tackle poverty at the heart of the 
forthcoming Programme for Government.  
 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Peter Kelly, Chief Executive, The Poverty Alliance 

Agnes Tolmie, Chair, The Scottish Women's Convention 

Agnieszka Morrison, Policy Officer, Feniks 

Aileen McLeod, Director, Wellbeing Economy Alliance Scotland  

Alison Watson, Director, Shelter Scotland 

Amanda Miller, Director of Community Services, Eildon Housing Association 

Amy Woodhouse, Chief Executive, Parenting across Scotland 

Andy Gilbert, Project Coordinator, Easthall Residents Association 

Andy Peline, Chief Executive Officer, SWAMP Community Development Trust 

Anna Ritchie Allan, Executive Director, Close the Gap 

Annie McCormack, Chair, Broke Not Broken 

Annie Tothill, Project Manager, Kairos Women+ 

Artemis Pana, National Coordinator, Scottish Rural Action 

Ashley & Esther Vaughan, Development Coordinators, Fullarton ConneXions, Irvine 

Audrey Thomson, Managing Director, RockSolid Dundee 

Bethany Biggar, Director, Edinburgh Food Project 

Carole Erskine, Head of Policy & Campaigns, Pregnant Then Screwed 

Carolyn Currie, Chief Executive, Women's Enterprise Scotland 

Catherine Murphy, Executive Director, Engender 

Craig Anderson, CEO, Stirling District Citizens Advice Bureau Ltd  
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Craig Stirrat, CEO, Grampian Housing Association Ltd 

Dale Todd, Managing Director, Courtyard Pantry Enterprise  

Dawn Anderson, Director, Pilton Community Health Project 

Derek Mitchell, CEO, Citizens Advice Scotland 

Dr Keith Baker FRSA, Research Fellow, Glasgow Caledonian University 

Dr Lindsey MacDonald, Chief Executive, Magic Breakfast 

Dr Neil Dawson, Trustee, Strathnairn Development Company 

Dr Rebecca Don Kennedy, Chief Executive, Equality Network  

Elaine Morrison, Foodbank Manager, East Lothian Foodbank 

Ellie Wagstaff, Senior Policy Manager, Marie Curie Scotland 

Emma Jackson, Convener, Public Life and Social Justice Programme Group, The 
Church of Scotland 

Fatima Uygun, CEO, Govanhill Baths Community Trust 

Fiona Collie, Head of Public Affairs and Communications, Carers Scotland 

Fiona Rae, Chief Executive, CFINE 

Garry Dunlop, Club Secretary & Trustee, Finnart Football Academy 

Gary Meek, CEO, Blue Triangle 

Gordon Ferguson, Manager, Letham4All Scio48289 

Helen Provan, Centre Director, Lanarkshire Rape Crisis Centre 

Helene van der Ploeg, Chief Executive, Grassmarket Community Project 

Hester Wylde, Development Manager, South East Integration Network 

Hugh Foy, Director of Programmes, Xaverian Missionaries UK Province  

Jackie Galbraith, Principal, West Lothian College 

James (Seumas) Devine, Founder & Trustee Chairman, Doors Academy SCIO 

Jamie Livingstone, Head of Oxfam Scotland, Oxfam Scotland 
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Jill Kent, Chair, Justice and Peace Scotland 

Jillian McBride, CEO, Saheliya 

John Dickie, Director of CPAG in Scotland, Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) 

John Halliday, CEO, Community Renewal Trust 

John Kinnear, National Director, Diabetes Scotland 

John Palmer, Director of Influencing and Engagement, Independent Age 

John White, Operations Director, Stepping Stones Organisation (Mental Health) 

Jordan Allison, Head of Charity, The Killie Community 

Joy M Gillespie, Chief Executive Officer, SOHTIS 

Karen McCurry, Centre Manager, Multiple Sclerosis Centre, Mid Argyll 

Kim Dams, Chief Executive Officer, DG Voice  

Kim Dams, Co-Convenor of the Board, Inclusion Scotland  

Kirsten Adamson, CEO, Circle 

Kirsty Macleod, Energy Advice Manager, Tighean Innse Gall  

Laura McLaren, Project Manager, Pilton Youth and Children's Project 

Laura Millar, Strategic Manager, Fife Gingerbread 

Lawrence Johnston, Co-CEO, Scarf 

Lisa McDowell, Secretary, Ferguslie Community Council 

Liz Marquis, Chief Executive, Energy Agency 

Liz Nicholson, Trustee, Wester Loch Ewe Trust 

Louise Logue, Treasurer, Moving on Mid Argyll 

Lynda Mitchell, CEO, ALIenergy (Argyll, Lomond and the Islands Energy Agency) 

Maeve McGoldrick, Head of Policy and Communications, Crisis 

Mairi McCallum, Manager, Moray Food Plus 
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Manuela Coletti, Community Programmes Manager, Craigsfarm Community 
Development Project Ltd 

Marie Ward, CEO, Cranhill Development Trust 

Martin Crewe, Director , Barnardo's Scotland 

Martin Dorchester, Chief Executive, includem 

Mary McNeil, Manager, Cornerstone House Centre 

Mhairi Snowden, Director, Human Rights Consortium Scotland 

Michael Innes, Operations and Advocacy, Empty Kitchens Full Hearts 

Mike Danson, Professor Emeritus, Basic Income Network Scotland  

Murray Dawson, Chief Executive, Station House Media Unit 

Nazek Ramadan, Executive Director, Migrant Voice 

Neil Cowan, Programme Director (Scotland), Amnesty International 

Neil Findlay, Director, Unity Consulting Scotland 

Neil MacCallum, Development Officer, Blackburn United Community Sports Club 

Nicky Reid, Chief Executive, The Scottish Professional Football League Trust 

Penny Morriss, Head of Scotland, The Trussell Trust 

Peter Costello, CEO & Founder, Money Advice Scotland 

Peter Grigg, Chief Executive, Home-Start UK 

Philip Carr, Bureau Manager, East & Central Sutherland Citizens Advice Bureau 

Pinar Aksu, Human Rights and Advocacy Coordinator, Maryhill Integration Network 

Rachel Green, Director, The Ripple Project 

Rob McDowall, Chair, Welfare Scotland 

Ruaraidh Dempster, National Secretary, Living Rent 

Ruth MacLennan, Manager, Care for Carers 

Sabine Goodwin, Director, Independent Food Aid Network  
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Sara Redmond, Chief Officer - Development, Health and Social Care Alliance 
Scotland (the ALLIANCE) 

Sharon McAulay, Chief Executive, The STAR Project 

Shumela Ahmed, Managing Director, Resilience Learning Partnership 

Stewart McCulloch, CEO, Christians Against Poverty 

Susan Paxton, Director, Scottish Community Development Centre 

Tejesh Mistry, Chief Executive, Voluntary Health Scotland 

Teresa Sutherland, CEO, Community Help & Advice Initiative 

Terry McTernan, Project Lead, Darkwood Crew 

Theona Morrison, Chair of Scottish Rural Action, Scottish Rural Action and CoDeL 

Tressa Burke, Chief Executive Officer, Glasgow Disability Alliance 

Victoria Brown, General Manager, Maud Village Trust 

Victoria Nyanga-Ndiaye, CEO & Founder, Project Esperanza 

William Wilson, Manager, Branchton Community Centre Association 

 

 


